The Creatures of
the Midnight Sea

A deep-sea adventure with Nila and Owen
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Nila and Owen pressed their faces close to the
giant aquarium glass. A strange fish drifted by
with a glowing light near its mouth.

"It looks like it's carrying a lantern,”
Owen whispered.

Dr. Marin smiled. "That is an anglerfish.
It lives deep in the ocean, where sunlight
never reaches.”
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Nila watched another creature float by, almost

transparent, with tiny lights flickering on its body.

“It looks like a ghost,” she said.

“That is a deep-sea jelly,” Dr. Marin explained. “Some
deep-sea animals glow in the dark. That glow is called

bioluminescence.”
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“So they make their own light?” Owen asked.

r

"Yes,"” said Dr. Marin. "Some use light to attract food,
scare predators, or find each other.”

Nila looked at a screen showing the black ocean floor.

“The deep sea is dark all the time,” Dr. Marin said.
“It is also cold and under huge pressure.”
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Owen pointed at a giant squid model. “Even that lives down
there?”

“Yes,” said Dr. Marin. “Some deep-sea animals have large eyes to
spot faint light. Others have stretchy mouths, soft bodies, or
special ways to save energy.”

Nila smiled. “They may look strange to us, but they are perfect for
their home.”
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What the Kids Learned

Deep-sea creatures live far below the surface where
sunlight cannot reach. The deep sea is dark, cold,
and under high pressure. Many animals have special

adaptations. Some make their own light, called
bioluminescence.

Anglerfish

Anglerfish have a glowing
lure on their head. They use
this light to attract prey in
the dark.

Jellyfish

Many jellyfish glow. Their
light can scare predators,
attract mates, or help
them communicate.

Squid

Some squid make light
with special cells in their
bodies. They use it to hide,
confuse predators, or talk
to other squid.
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Before leaving, Nila wrote in her notebook:

“The deep sea is not empty. It is full of creatures
built for darkness.”

Owen looked back at the glowing tank.
“It feels like another world,” he said.

Dr. Marin smiled.
“It is a hidden world right here on Earth.”
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On the ride home, the ocean looked different

to Nila and Owen.

Somewhere far below the shining waves,
strange and wonderful creatures were gliding
through the midnight sea.

The End.
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