The Treasure That Never Runs Out

A Story About Natural Resources

~

It was Outdoor Learning Day.

Lila and Jay joined their classmates

for a hike in Green Valley Nature Park.
Their park guide, Ranger Maya,

handed each group an old treasure map.

“Today’s treasure isn’t gold,” she smiled.
“It’s something much more valuable.”

The map led them to a sparkling river,
a windy hill, a sunny field,

and a quiet forest.

“What kind of treasure 1s this?”

Jay wondered.

“You’ll find out,” Ranger Maya said.
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Did You Know?

A natural resource is
something that comes
from nature.

We use natural
resources every day!

- Fables

v

Page 1



At the first stop, Ranger Maya
picked up a smooth stone.

“Everything around us that comes
from nature is called a
natural resource.”

She pointed around them.

@& The water in the river.

A The trees in the forest.

-0 The sunlight warming our faces.
=2 The wind moving the leaves.

@ The rocks beneath our feet.

Lila looked around.

“So nature gives us everything we need!”
Ranger Maya smiled.

“Exactly. Natural resources help us

build homes, grow food, make clothes,
and produce electricity.”
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Did You Know?

Natural resources come
from nature.

They help us every day in
many ways!
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Two Types of Natural Resources

As they continued walking, Ranger Maya
stopped beside a wind turbine and
pointed toward the bright Sun.

“Natural resources are classified
into two types.”

The first type is called

renewable resources.

These resources can be replaced
naturally if we use them wisely.”

She pointed around them.
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Nature keeps replacing these resources.
Jay smiled.

“So they can be used again and again!”
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Think About It!

Which of these are
renewable resources?
Circle your answers.
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Resources That Take Millions of Years
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Their next stop was the park’s Think About It!
Earth Science Center. _
Which of these are

Inside were pieces of coal, a bottle of oil, non-renewable resources?
natural gas samples, and different metals. Circle your answers.

“These belong to the second type,”
Ranger Maya explained.

“They are called non-renewable resources.

They take millions of years to form
deep inside the Earth.

Coal, oil, and natural gas are called
fossil fuels because they formed from
ancient plants and animals”

“If we use them up...
...they cannot be replaced anytime soon.”

Lila nodded.

Trees Sunlight

“That means we should use S
them carefully.” v (@éﬁ%&cse
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Using Resources Wisely
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Save Water
Plant Trees

Reduce Waste /

® Save Energy’

Every Actiol
Counts!

As they left the center, Ranger Maya
led them to a recycling station.

“We can’t live without resources,

but we can use them wisely.”

She showed them how small actions

can make a big difference.

@& Saving water keeps it clean and
available for everyone.

* Planting trees gives us fresh air
and a healthy planet.

€ Reducing waste keeps our land
and water safe.
Saving energy helps our Earth
and saves money too.

Jay looked thoughtful.

“If we all do our part,”

Which of these actions
help us use natural resources
wisely?

Circle your answers.

Turn off lights
when not needed

Leave the tap
running

Let the car idle
for a long time

(-

Use a reusable
water bottle

=S

Use reusable

Think About It!

k: Plant trees
Ranger Maya smiled, bags
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our treasure will never run out. 3 Siiehes
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Take Only
Memories
Leave Only
Footprints

1'. lk-; ,!-5‘ '.,'.

As the sun began to set,
they sat by the lake and watched
the sky turn golden.

“Everything we learned today
is like a treasure,” said Lila.

Jay added, “And it’s up to us
to protect it!”

Ranger Maya handed them a card.

“Make a promise to nature,
and keep it in your heart.”

Lila and Jay wrote their promise
to use resources wisely

and to care for the Earth

every single day.

“When we work together,

our treasure will never run out.”

And with that, their adventure came to an end
but their promise to nature was just the beginning.

Our Promise to Nature

Think About It!

Which promise will YOU
make to help our Earth?
Choose one and check it.

D | will save energy
every day.

I will care for plants
and animals.

| will reduce, reuse,
and recycle.

| will use things
wisely and not
waste them.

' Every small promise
makes a big difference!
& V.
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Science Element #

Natural resources are the things we get from nature that we need to live and grow.
They give us food, water, air, energy, and many other things we use every day.
There are two types of natural resources.

1. RENEWABLE RESOURCES 2. NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES

! These resources can be replaced naturally These resources take millions of years to form.
in a short time. They will not run out if Once we use them up, they cannot be
we use them wisely. replaced in our lifetime.

Sunlight Water Wind Trees oil Natural Gas  Metals

FOSSIL FUELS HOW WE CAN HELP

Coal, oil, and natural gas are called fossil fuels. They were formed from the
remains of ancient plants and animals that lived millions of years ago.
We use them to get energy for electricity, transport, and heating.

T S - . Plant trees.

Save water.
Every drop counts!

They clean the air and
give us shade.

#% Reduce, reuse,
3 - tf‘ and recycle.
Coal formed from Qil formed from tiny sea Natural gas formed from i
ancient plants. creatures and plants. ancient sea organisms. This reduces waste.

Save energy.

Turn off lights and
unplug when not used.
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NATURAL vs. MANUFACTURED (HUMAN-MADE) THINGS

NATURAL THINGS MANUFACTURED THINGS
These come from nature. These are made by people ' Use resources wisely.

We do not make them. using natural resources. .
" Small actions today

/ ‘ protect our tomorrow.

Plastic Pencil Phone
Bottle

Rocks Trees

GP REM EMBER Earth gives us everything we need.
Lots elits g'fts W'SEI}' and keep our planet healthy for toda)r‘ and for the future.
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